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• National organisation for the EURAXESS Services Network in Ireland

Dr Conor O’ Carroll:  Research Director

Jennifer Cleary: Head of EURAXESS Ireland

Magdalena Wislocka: Helpdesk & Hosting  Agreement 
Scheme Manager

• Provides 2 key national services – EURAXESS & Marie Curie NCP 

• Strong in-house expertise & experience relating to researcher mobility 
issues

Who we are



Implementation of the Third Country 

Directive in Ireland

• The Researcher Hosting Agreement Scheme, which Ireland 
opted into voluntarily in 2007, implements the Third Country 
Directive.

• The scheme enables recruitment of  researchers from outside the 
EEA to carry out research in Ireland without the need for a Work 
Permit.

• This mechanism facilitates researchers and their immediate family 
for the duration of their contract. 

• EURAXESS Ireland, hosted in the IUA, is a government appointed 
central processing house for hosting agreements and plays a key 
role in the official accreditation and immigration process. 



Who can avail of the Hosting Agreement 

Scheme in Ireland ?

• Non EEA researches from accredited institutions, engaged 

in defined research projects on a contract of employment of 

minimum 3 months.

• Salary must be at least €30,000 for  researchers with  

families and €25,000 for researchers without accompanying 

dependants in Ireland.



Hosting agreement has several advantages 

over other immigration schemes 

• It is free to the research institutions (accredited for the Scheme)

• Fast tracks Visa application

• It provides for instant family re-unification (spouse and 
dependents can come in to Ireland immediately)

• Spouses of H.A holders have easier access to employment than 
spouses of other non EEA employees in Ireland 

• It covers the length of the employment contract

• Plans for speeding up the naturalisation process (Long term 
residency after 2 yrs vs 5 yrs on work permit)

• It takes 1– 14 days to process a hosting agreement  



How the System Works 
Firs step: Accreditation

Research organisation

Pubic (University)

Private (Industry)

Department of Enterprise, 

Trade and Innovation 

Application for  

Accreditation

lodged by an organisation

•Application approved and Accreditation granted within 1 week max

•Helpdesk at DETI for Institutions
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Who is involved ?



Immigration issues:  from 
researchers’ perspective

Then they are required to register at   

immigration  office and get permission to 

remain in Ireland

Non EEA obliged to 

register annually (fee 

involved)

Researcher 

signs a hosting 

agreement

Applies for a visa (if 

required)

Fast track 

Embassy verifies

application against 

EXTRANET

Researcher and dependants  get 

an entry permission at 

the Irish airport

on presentation of  H.A 



Research 

Organisation
IUA

Contact 

person

immigrationresearch

administration

The  scheme operates very smoothly

‘…The ability to be able to pick up the phone and have any question 

answered means any problems that do arise can be dealt with by us as 

they arise. And the reverse(…)any question you may have relating to any 

area of immigration can be addressed to one contact point and be 

answered quickly. This in effect, negates the red tape which can often be 

problematic with this type of scheme. ‘

Ciaran Conroy  INIS contact…

Contact 

person

INIS GNIB



Hosting Agreement Form is 

very simple

• Agreements are      

individually numbered

•Includes details of  

dependants 

• Processing time:

1-14 days



Extranet 
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Highly Secured, Central Database of 

researchers on hosting agreements 

and their dependants.

Operated by IUA

Can be accessed by accredited 

organisations, immigration authorities 

including Irish embassies abroad, for 

verification purposes. 







Statistics

• 27 research institutions 
accredited including 4 private 
enterprises

• 970 new agreements processed 
to date

• Overall number of processed 
contracts is

1400, including extensions

• 480 live contracts at present

• Total number of researchers in 
Ireland: 3000 including H.A

• researchers (ca 16 % on H.A)

China 186

India 183 

Russia 44

Australia 31

Canada  34

Pakistan  31

Other  58 countries

372 38 %

America 115

12 %

Top nationalities with a hosting agreement in 

Ireland 
HA researchers represent 65 nationalities 

38 %



MOREBRAIN: EU FP7 funded project ‘Brain 

Circulation from Brain Drain to Brain Gain’ 

1. Partners: Bar Ilan University Service Centre (Israel), the 

Foundation for the Development of Science and 

Technology in Extremadura (Spain), the Icelandic Centre 

for Research (Iceland), and Irish Universities Association 

(Ireland)

2. Examines factors causing researchers to emigrate 

abroad and motives inhibiting their mobility in the context 

of the European ‘Brain Drain’

3. Proposes new concepts of e-reintegration and co-

sharing positions  to counteract  the brain drain 

phenomenon in Europe
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Concept and Objective of the MOREBRAIN

• Developing a questionnaire for distribution to 

researchers throughout Europe:

• why researchers pursue a research career outside 

Europe & remain there

• why researchers choose to return to their home 

countries in Europe

• Concepts of e-reintegration and co-sharing

• http://survey.ucd.ie/morebrain/

• The online survey is still ongoing

• 2.560 response to date
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http://survey.ucd.ie/morebrain/


Mobility Status and Age
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Field of research 
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NATURAL
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Mobile Researchers: Preferred destination
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Preferred destination country
Country where PhD was received



Factors Leading to Brain Drain
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Push Factors

Pull Factors



Pull Factors

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Immigration procedures

Family reasons

Host standard of living

Personal connetions

Safer return schemes

Social seciurity, pensions

Salary

Foreign langueges

Career opportunities

See the world

Prestige of institution

Career development

very important

Quite important

Somewhat 
important

Not very important

Not at all important

Vienna, 2010 21



Push Factors

0 20 40 60 80 100

Gender issues

Political unrest/wars

Lower standard of living in 
your country

Lack of fair recruitment 
policies

Lower salaries

Supervisor's advice

Weakness of home country's 
research

Extensive bureaucracy

Lack of funding

Lack of employment 
opportunities

very important

Quite important

Somewhat 
important

Not very 
important

Not at all 
important

Vienna, 2010 22



Reasons Against Mobility

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Language problems

day to day life in a visiting country 

Social security issues 

Employment legislation 

Immigration rules/services 

Fear of losing a job position at home

Lack of prospects for permanent …

funding issues in host country

Your research contract has expired

Family reasons (relatives left at home …

very important

Quite important

Somewhat 
important

Not very important

Not at all important

Vienna, 2010 23



Co-sharing positions

0 20 40 60

Currently Mobile

Previously Mobile

Potentially Mobile

Total

1 - Not at all

2

3

4

5 - To a great extent

Vienna, 2010 24

As a mobile researcher, to which extent would you be interested in spending 

partial time in your home country while working abroad most of the time?
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Dr Magdalena  Wislocka 

E-mail:  magda@iua.ie
Telephone: +353-(0)1-6764948

Addressee:   48 Merrion Square, 
Dublin 2 Ireland 
Website:    www.euraxess.ie

Contact details: 

mailto:magda@iua.ie
http://www.euraxess.ie/

