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	Master of Science Programme

Educational and Training Systems Design

Offered through the Centre of Information Society Technologies,

Sofia University, Bulgaria

http://www-it.fmi.uni-sofia.bg/etsd




AIM / TARGET GROUPS / DURATION

The Programme aims to increase the participant’s knowledge and skills with respect to methods, techniques, insights and experience in the design of solutions to problems in educational and training settings in a thoroughly grounded scientific framework. These problems can be related to educational planning and policy making, to the design and delivery of education and training, and to educational management and staff development. The scope of the Programme includes the broad environment in which education takes place, an environment in which communication and information technologies play critical roles.

The main characteristics of the Programme are: the application of theory to practice, and a strong focus on the needs and situations of the individual participants and their organisation.

The target group consists primarily of persons already working as professionals who wish to broaden their initial training with specialist insights into the effective and efficient solutions of problems in the contemporary educational or corporate training setting.

The duration depends on the delivery option.

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE

· ON-CAMPUS DELIVERY

The on-campus delivery includes one week Introductory Module (starting in late September), a Core Phase consisting of six courses (October - January), and a Specialization Phase consisting of a flexibly organized period of theoretical deepening, combined with a Final Project involving the systematic application of the Programme’s concepts. The duration is 11-13 months, and implies a study load of 40 hours per week.

· MIXED DELIVERY

In this delivery mode, the Core Courses are delivered on campus, but the Elective Courses and the main work on the Final Project may be carried out through distance education (Internet) in the participant’s own home settings. This option includes the possibility of fulfilling the requirements for the Specialization Phase on a part-time basis. In this case, the programme duration may be extended up to 17 months. This implies a study load of 20 hours per week for the Specialization Phase.

· DISTANCE DELIVERY

This is the main option used in the Sofia delivery of the programme since it is convenient for working professionals. Through it a participant can complete the Programme entirely through distance education. In this delivery mode, too, full access to the Internet/ WWW is required. For the distance delivery the Faculty uses the TeleTOP - an Internet based course management system that allows work/home-based study. This system has been developed by the faculty staff members. Participants in this option are expected to devote at least 20 hours per week to the Programme, and to graduate within 24 months.

In order to support the distance study of the participants, in Sofia the distance delivery mode is combined with weekend face-to-face sessions.

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE
 (Based on the full-time on campus delivery mode)

INTRODUCTORY MODULE

Apart from becoming acquainted with their fellow participants from the different places in Bulgaria and the Balkan region, the Bulgarian culture and Sofia University, participants are introduced to the Faculty, its teaching and support staff, its facilities, and the Programme’s basic ideas and concepts of educational technology.

CORE PHASE (CORE COURSES)

Course 1: “HRD Theory”, or course “Organization and Management Perspectives on the Planning of Education” (depending on the participant’s choice).

Course 2: Models and Strategies of Curriculum Development.

Course 3: Principles of Learning and Instructional Design.

Course 4: Instrumentation for Instruction and Training.

Course 5: Design Methodology for Educational and Training Systems.

Course 6: Evaluation and Research as Tools of the Educational Technologist.

SPECIALIZATION PHASE

In this phase participants combine a strong theoretical focus by completing Elective Courses, with work on a real-world Final Project. The final result of their efforts is a MSc. Thesis. 

Participants choose their Elective Courses from one or more of six areas of specialization:

· Training Systems Design for Human Resource Development (HRD)

· Organization and Management

· Curriculum 

· Instruction 

· Instrumentation (Design of Media and Materials for Learning)

· Evaluation 

Participants’ Final Project should preferably have a direct bearing upon their own working environment. This approach aims at mutual benefits, both for participants as well as for their supervisors or employers.

A Chart of the Programme Structure
(the duration of the programme phases in the chart is calculated for on-campus mode)
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CONDITIONS

In order to qualify for participation in this Master of Science Programme, applicants should satisfy the following conditions:

· At least a Bachelor’s degree or equivalent in an academic field (including a proof that mathematics and statistics have been mastered at the level of a bachelor’s degree in social sciences)

· Relevant professional experience

· Proof of competence in English (e.g. Minimum score of 550 on the paper-based TOEFL test).

Apart from these formal requirements, applicants need skills in computer use and should in this respect at least have experience in working with Windows 98/2000 or Windows NT and should have a multimedia PC at their disposal.

FEES

The tuition fee for all type of modes of the Programme is 3 600 EURO (900 EURO per semester). The tuition fee is payable in advance, but may also be paid in two installments, with the Core Phase payment and Specialization Phase payment due prior to the start of the respective phase. Participants will receive timely invoices. The tuition fee includes direct and personal counseling, technical assistance, an e-mail account, free access to the Internet, use of course materials, access to the Sofia University libraries and the audio-visual and computer facilities at the Centre of Information Society Technologies. Costs for delivery formats other than those of the regular on-campus, mixed-, or distance delivery of the Programme are available on request. The costs do not include travel, insurance, accommodation, food, and other living and accidental expenses.

Study of separate course(s) is also an option. In this case the approximate course tuition fee is 350 EURO.

FURTHER INFORMATION

For further Information please contact:

Centre of Information Technology Society

Attn. Mr. Pencho Mihnev or

Ms. Albena Jordanova,

125 “Tzarigradsko shose” blvd.

bl. 2, fl. 3

1113 Sofia

BULGARIA

Telephone: (+359 2) 971 35 09

Tel/Fax: (+359 2) 971 35 43

e-mail: etsd@fmi.uni-sofia.bg

MORE INFORMATION ON THE WWW

The latest information on the Master of Science Programme “Educational and Training Systems Design” can be found on the Internet at:

http://www-it.fmi.uni-sofia.bg/etsd

