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A ‘Practical Guide for Foreign Researchers in Bulgaria’ was issued in January 2007 following 
several consultations on the document within the Steering Group and the Research Mobility 
Centres. The first issue of the Guide was disseminated on a CD during the conference 
‘Researchers’ Mobility and Career’ in November 2006. The paper version was disseminated 
at the ERA MORE conference in March 2007 and at regional level in Bulgaria at the seminars 
in Stara Zagora, Varna, Rousse and Sofia in the period March-May 2007. 

The extended version of the Guide is available on-line on the National Research Mobility 
Portal (http://www.eracareers-bg.net/files/File/Guide_for_ResearchersCD.pdf).  

The content of the extended version of the Guide is as follows: 
PART 1: BULGARIA – GENERAL INFORMATION 

COUNTRY OVERVIEW  
BULGARIAN HISTORY  
ECONOMY  
RESEARCH LANDSCAPE  
RESEARCH POLICY  
RESEARCH STATISTICS  
 

PART 2: VISA AND RESIDENCY  
REQUIREMENTS FOR ENTERING BULGARIA 
OBTAINING A VISA  
OBTAINING A BULGARIAN RESIDENCE PERMIT  
LEGALIZATION OF DOCUMENTS  
 

PART 3: WORKING IN BULGARIA  
EMPLOYMENT LANDSCAPE  
EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS  
REMUNERATION AND NON FINANCIAL MEANS FOR MOTIVTION  
WORKING HOURS AND HOLIDAYS  
EMPLOYING FOREIGN CITIZENS  
OBTAINING A BULGARIAN WORK PERMIT  
OTHER CONDITIONS FOR FOREIGN PERSONS  
FINDING A JOB  
 

PART 4: SOCIAL INSURANCE  
SOCIAL INSURANCE SYSTEM  
OBLIGATORY PENSION INSURANCE  
OTHER PENSION INSURANCE OPPORTUNITIES  
TRANSFER OF PENSION RIGHTS  
 

PART 5: HEALTH CARE  
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM  
OBLIGATORY HEALTH INSURANCE  
OTHER HEALTH INSURANCE OPPORTUNITIES  
PATIENT’S RIGHTS UNDER THE NATIONAL FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT  
EMERGENCY  
PHARMACIES  
 

PART 6: ACCOMMODATION AND HOUSING  
RENTING A FLAT  
RESIDENTIAL ACCOMMODATION  
CHOOSING A HOTEL  
UNIVERSITY RESIDENCE OPPORTUNITIES  
PRACTICAL ADVISES  



 
PART 7: BANKING AND FINANCE  

BANKING SYSTEM IN BULGARIA  
CURRENCY AND CHANGE  
PERSONAL TAXATION  
PROPERTY TAXATION  
COST OF LEAVING – SOME EXAMPLES  
 

PART 8: EDUCATION IN BULGARIA  
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM  
PRE-PRIMARY EDUCATION  
GENERAL EDUCATION  
PRIMARY EDUCATION  
LOWER SECONDARY EDUCATION  
GENERAL SECONDARY EDUCATION  
VOCATIONAL SECONDARY EDUCATION  
HIGHER EDUCATION  
PRIVATE SCHOOLS  
HOMOLOGATION AND ACCREDITATION OF DEGREES AND DIPLOMAS  
CONTINUATION OF EDUCATION AT A BULGARIAN SCHOOL  
LANGUAGE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES  
 

PART 9: PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION  
HOW TO REACH BULGARIA  
AIRLINES  
TRAINS  
AUTOBUSES  
CITY TRANSPORTATION  
RENTING A CAR  
TAXIS IN BULGARIA  
COMING WITH A CAR IN BULGARIA  
DRIVING LICENSE VALIDITY  
 

PART 10: COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION CHANNELS  
TELECOMMUNICATIONS  
POSTAL AND COURIER SERVICES  
TELEVISION AND RADIO  
ENGLISH LANGUAGE BULGARIAN MEDIA  
 

PART 11: EXPLORE BULGARIAN TRADITIONS, CULTURE AND NATURE  
BULGARIAN CUSTOMS  
CULTURE  
ARTS AND CRAFTS  
OLD CAPITALS AND OLD CITIES  
BULGARIAN MONASTERIES  
BULGARIA – LAND OF ANCIENT TREASURES  
NATURE  
BULGARIAN CUISINE AND WINES  

 
PART 12: BULGARIAN NETWORK OF RESEARCH MOBILITY CENTERS  
 

A sample of the Guide will be sent to the Commission with the final project report.   


